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of touch with the huge nation-state and the world of
intricate political and economic relations. The Hegelian
optimism, which had seen in the modem State the true
society of virtue, had hardened to an acceptance and
a defence of tyranny: superseding Benthamism -as
* gross ?, it was itself corrupted to a coarse philosophy of
militarism. Toryism translated State-sovereignty into
terms of Chauvinism and conscription, Liberalism'into
terms of compulsory insurance and regimentation of
the poor, and Collectivism into terms of ruthless efficiency
and "business government. None of these ideals caught
the popular imagination, and as a result political theorists
began to cast doubts on the gospel of unified State-
sovereignty and to reflect upon Lord Acton's suggestion,
that the foundation of liberty is the division of power.